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English 1002 /Spring 2013

Literature and Composition

Prof. Angela Vietto
3345 Coleman Hall
Office hours: M 2-3, T 3-4, W 2-4
and by appointment
217-549-3203 (cell; 9 a.m.-10 p.m.; texts are okay, too)
arvietto@eiu.edu

Graduate teaching apprentice:
Eric Gohl
Eric's writing center hours:
MW: 9:45-12:00; 2:15-3:00
T: 11:15-12:00
R: 6:45-8:15
F: 9:45-12:00

The primary purpose of this course is to continue to practice and improve your skills in
expository, analytic, and argumentative writing- the kinds of writing that most people
find useful in school, at work, and in their lives as citizens.
In addition, writing well is an essential tool for taking ownership over your own ideas, for
expressing those things that matter most to you, in short, for finding your voice as a
thinking person. So I see encouraging your development as an independent but careful,
logical, and serious thinker as an important goal of this course.
Literature is one way to spark the kind of critical thinking and analytic writing that this
class values: we will examine literature not mainly for its own sake, but as a springboard for
thinking and writing about history, society, and professional identity.

Texts from TRS
Charters, The Story and Its Writer
Meyers, Poetry
Hacker, A Pocket Style Manual

Information for students with disabilities
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please
contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.
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Grades and Grading Scale*
!Assignment
Homework & Required Conferences
Quizzes
Essay 1: Literature, History & Society
Essay 2: Literature & Your Major
Essay 3: Personal Educational NaITative
Essay 4: Argument on Education
Improvement on Self-Selected Goals
Final Exam

Weight
20%
10%
10%
15%
10%
15%
10%
10%

Final Grading Scale
90-100 A
80-89 B
70-79 c
69 and below NC**

* Regardless of grade break-down, all four of the major essays must be submitted in order to pass
the class.
**NC means "no credit." A grade of NC does not affect your GPA; however, students who earn NC
do not receive credits toward graduation from the course, and must repeat it. All EIU students
must pass both English 1001 and 1002 with a grade of C or better.

Attendance. All absences (excused or unexcused) must he made up within one week. Every
absence that is not made up will reduce your final grade by 5%. (What does "within one week"
mean? If you miss on Tuesday, you should he handing me make-up work no later than the
following Tuesday.)
What is required to make up a class depends on what we did in class on that day; to learn what
you need to do to make up class, check after 4 p.m. on D2L. (For example, if there was a quiz or
we did any writing in class, you must make those up in my office; if we had a class discussion, you'll
need to respond to a writing prompt that describes that discussion; if I lectured, you'll need to read
material that covers the same points I lectured on and show me the notes you made; if we viewed
video clips or cultural artifacts, you will need to view those and write about them; etc.)
Quizzes. We will have frequent quizzes. Most will take the form of an essay question, and they will
be graded on both content AND essay exam writing form and style.
Final exam. The final exam will be mostly an essay exam.
Late work. I will give extensions (with no grade penalty) IF and ONLY IF you request them, in
person or by phone only, no later than 10 p.m. the day before the assignment is due. Work that is
late without an extension loses 10% of its value every day (but remember that you can't pass the
course without turning in all four of the major essays).
Conferences: We will have three required conferences (one-on-one meetings). For REQUIRED
conferences, you get credit in the "homework" segment of the overall grade. Failing to come to a
scheduled conference without calling me to let me know you won't be coming will result in a grade
of -5 for that homework assignment. In addition, ofcourse, you may have a one-on-one meeting at any
point in the semester when you want one, ~r coming to office hours or by scheduling an appointment with me.
The most efficient ways to schedule an appointment are in person or by phone.
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Policies

The Electronic Writing Portfolio: You may use any essay from this course that is 750
words or longer for the Electronic Writing Portfolio. Submissions must be made no later than the
end of finals week. After we complete our first major essay, I will review the submission procedures
in class.

Electronics: Do not lJSe earbuds in class. Keep phones turned offor set on silent and put away
throughout class. When we are working in small groups, laptops or other devices might be useful, so
bring them if you like, but don't let me see FB or games on them.

Food and drink: If you don't manage to get lunch before class, I don't object to your
eating in the room, as long as you are still participating in class, aren't distracting, and don't leave
trash behind.

The English Department's statement on plagiarism: "Any teacher who discovers an
act of plagiarism- 'The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of
another author, and representation of them as one's original work' (RandomHolJSe Dictionary ofthe
EngNshLanguage)-has the right and the responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an
appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate assignments, of a grade of F for the assigned
essay and a grade of F for the course, and to report the incident to the Office of Student Standards."

My statement on plagiarism: I assume I can trust you, but any student who breaks that
trust by plagiarizing will receive an immediate grade of F (not NC) in the course and will be
reported to the Office of Student Standards. (Are you suddenly concerned about "accidental"
plagiarism? Please don'~ be. If your intentions are honest, you almost certainly won't "accidentally"
copy sentences or paragraphs from websites and silently include them in your essay.) But don't be
confused: I can and do recognize intentional plagiarism when I see it, and I absolutely do not
tolerate it.
PS: Other kinds of academic honesty (cheating on a quiz or test, for example) are liable to
the same penalties as plagiarism.
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Schedule
Below are major due dates. Homework assignments will be made in class, including some readings
that may be distributed as handouts. Ifyou miss class, it is your responsibility to check D2L for the
assignment, contact me ifyou have questions, and complete the assignment on time.

Unit One: Literature, Society, and Research
T Jan8
RJan 10

**

Introductions
Reading short fiction, researching social history, reviewing writing skills
First required conference between F Jan 11 and W Jan 16
Reading, research, and review continued
Reading, research, and review continued
Reading, research, and review continued
Reading, research, and review continued
Reading, research, and review continued
Reading, research, and review continued
Topic selection for Essay 1 due
W 6rd choice, diction, and levels of formality
Research notes and hypothesis due
Draft of essay 1 due: essay workshop
Final version of essay 1 due. Begin unit two.
Second required conference will be scheduled between W F eh 20 and T F eh 26

Unit Two:

Connecting Literature to Your Career

R Feb 21
T Feb 26
RFeb 28
TMar5
RMar7
Mar 11-15
T Mar 19

Reading contemporary fiction
Reading contemporary fiction
Reading contemporary fiction: Essay 2 topic proposal due
Research notes + hypothesis due
Draft of Essay 2 due
Spring Break
Final version of essay 2 due
Third required conference will be scheduled between W Mar 20 and T Mar 26

**

T Jan 15
RJan 17
T Jan 22
RJan24
T Jan 29
RJan31
TFeb5
RFeb 7
T Feb 12
R Feb 14
T Feb 19

**

Unit Three: Literature, Literacy, and Education (Narrative and Argument)
RMar21
T Mar26
RMar28
T Apr2
RApr4
TApr9
R Apr 11
T Apr 16
RApr 18
T Apr23
RApr25

Reading literacy narratives and reflections on higher education
Reading literacy narratives and reflections on higher education
Reading literacy narratives and reflections on higher education
Draft Essay 3 due
Final version of Essay 3 due
Arguments: Implicit and explicit; Reading, evaluating, creating
Arguments: Reading, Evaluating, Creating
Arguments: Reading, Evaluating, Creating. Topic for Essay 4 due.
Research notes and thesis for Essay 4 due
Draft of Essay 4 due
Final version of Essay 4 due: final homework assigned, due at exam

WMayl

8-10 a.m. Final exam

